are Extension Master Gardeners?

Virginia Master Gardeners are volunteer educators who
work within their communities to encourage and promote
environmentally sound horticulture practices through
sustainable landscape management education and training.
As an educational program of Virginia Cooperative
Extension, Virginia Master Gardeners bring the resources of
Virginia’s land-grant universities, Virginia Tech and Virginia
State University, to the people of the commonwealth.

The VCE Master Gardener program is made up of more
than 5,500 active and certified Master Gardener volunteers
throughout Virginia who contribute over 350,000 hours of
volunteer service each year. Almost 1,000 new volunteers
are trained annually.

Extension Master Gardeners work specifically

toward the following goals:

Enhancing the environment through sustainable landscape
practices

e Using horticulture and landscaping to positively impact youth

e Using horticulture and landscaping to promote community
development and economic growth

e Producing food in public and private gardens to improve
human nutrition and food security

e Using horticulture to improve the overall quality of life for
Virginia’s citizens

For MORE INFORMATION:

Please visit us online:
hteps://offices.ext.vt.edu/prince-george/

Or contact:
Virginia Cooperative Extension: Prince George
Office PO Box 68
Prince George, VA 23875
Phone: (804) 733-2686

E-mail: jreiter@vt.edu

Virginia Cooperative Extension

Virginia Tech =+ Virginia State University

www.ext.vt.edu
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Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability,
gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual
orientation, genetic information, veteran status, or any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/
affirmative action employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University, Virginia State University, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating.
Edwin J. Jones, Director, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg; Jewel E. Hairston,
Administrator, 1890 Extension Program, Virginia State, Petersburg.

If you are a person with a disability and desire assistance or accommodation, please notify John Freeborn, at
(540) 231-2714 during business hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. TDD number is (800) 828-1120.
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do 1 become an Extension Master Gardener?

The 50-hour training program provides research-based
information on a variety of horticultural and environmental
topics. Training sessions are offered annually from January
to March. Preregistration is required. Contact the Prince
George VCE office for more information (offices.ext.vt.edu/
prince-george/).

g ¢ With the Master Gardener program there’s
always more to learn & there’s always more being

developed to learn.” - Barbara

Extension Master Gardener training involves a

variety cf topics:

Botany Herbaceous plants
Soils & fertilizer Water quality
Entomology (insects) Pruning
Propagation Plant pathology (diseases)
Vegetables Plant damage (diagnosis)
Fruits Pesticides

Turf Landscape design

Woody plants

Indoor foliage

WHEN...

do 1 become an Extension Master Gardener?

Sharing
Knowledge.

Empowering
Communities.

do Extension Master Gardeners do?

become an Extension Master Gardener?

By sharing sound horticultural knowledge and teaching

environmentally responsible landscape practices, Extension
Master Gardeners improve communities throughout the
Commonwealth of Virginia.

C The Master Gardener program is great because
it combines two things that you love - your

community & gardening.” - Jim

Locally, Prince George Extension Master Gardeners

make a difference by participating in specific projects

including:

e Prince George Farmers Market Booth, an outreach
project that assists local citizens with their horticulture and

garden questions.

Good Gardening Symposium, an annual day-long
event featuring well known speakers from Virginia and
surrounding states and relevant topics like vegetable
gardening, pest management, and landscape design.

Youth Education, by participating in elementary school
math & science days and the Prince George 2™ Grade
Farm Day.

Horticulture Outreach, by maintaining monthly rotating
public displays in county libraries & community centers

and writing a weekly article for the local newspaper.





